
Paso del Norte SOPHE 
Executive Committee Meeting

Friday, February 19, 2010
Gadsden Student Services Conference Room

Members present: Eileen Huereque, Dr. Sue Forester-Cox, Joy Chavez, Dr. Susan Wilson, Dr. Hector Balcazar, Josefina Mata, and Lorraine Hernandez

I. Welcome/Introductions
The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m.

II. Treasurer’s Report
a. PDN SOPHE Conference 2010:

i. $2,049 (registration/memberships/raffle)

ii. $1,036.50 (Profit)

b. Recent Expenditures

i. $400 (Travel for Dr. Kozel-National SOPHE)

ii. $125 (Returned Unused Conference Funds-National SOPHE)

iii. $1,012.50 (Conference Catering Fees)

c. Current PDN SOPHE Account Balance:

i. $3,413.08

III. The Chapter’s plan for the year

a. Chapter re-designation due 7/15/2010
Dr. Forester-Cox reported to the group that the Chapter re-designation was due in mid-July.  

b. Other activities?
She asked what other activities the Chapter should focus on.  Josefina suggested we focus on the annual conference.  Dr. Forester-Cox also suggested setting a date so that it does not conflict with the Diabetes Conference.

Dr. Balcazar suggested having a conversation with New Mexico State University (NMSU), University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP) and the University of Texas Houston School of Public Health (UTHSPH) students, particularly those enrolled in the Master’s of Public Health (MPH) program, to explore an activity in which they can meet.  The purpose of the meeting is to introduce SOPHE to them.  Josefina mentioned it is an interesting opportunity for students to present their work through a poster presentation.  Eileen added that the students can present and share their research.  Dr. Forester-Cox was going to invite an MPH student from NMSU.  Dr. Balcazar also suggested involving the student organizations on the three campuses.  Eileen and Dr. Balcazar thought it would be a good idea to invite the Eta Sigma Gamma Presidents from the three campuses and obtain their ideas.  Dr. Balcazar added that the group could meet with the presidents through skype in the next month or so.  The plan then is that Dr. Forester-Cox will contact NMSU, Dr. Balcazar will contact the UTHSPH student representative, and Eileen will find out who the Eta Sigma Gamma President is and contact him or her.  Dr. Forester-Cox added that this activity can allow students to explore what options are available after they receive their bachelor’s degrees

IV. Committee Assignments

a. Chapter level
An Awards Committee is needed to select the Health Educator of the year.  A Communications Committee is also needed; the person working on the Chapter’s website will form the Communications Committee.

b. Nat’l level

i. Advocacy rep
Josefina requested a copy of the responsibilities for the Advocacy Rep because she is interested in the position.  Dr. Forester-Cox will provide a copy to her.

Eileen is on the Membership Committee with Karen Spiller at the National Level; she can also lead the local Membership Committee.

V. Website building-using Chapter pages @ Nat’l SOPHE

a. Interested developed?

i. Must be Nat’l SOPHE member
Dr. Forester-Cox asked if anyone from the local Chapter was able to take on the task.  It was suggested that we open this opportunity up to the membership and e-mail it to the listserv.

The only requirement needed is that the individual must be a national member.  This person will be able to access the national website.  Dr. Forester-Cox will e-mail the requirements to the secretary for distribution to the local membership.


VI. Other Business

a. Next meeting time/date
The meetings were scheduled for April 16, 2010 and June 18, 2010.  Meetings will be scheduled every other month.

b. The Annual Conference will be scheduled in late September because the American Public Health Association Conference is scheduled for November, and October is usually a busy month (the Diabetes Conference is usually in October).

c. Eileen requested funds for travel to the mid-year SOPHE Conference.  She will check the airline fare and submit a proposal to the board.


d. The meeting adjourned at 9:15 a.m.

Minutes prepared by L. Hernandez 

March 2010


